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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-3 are now pending, wherein claims 1 -2 are drawn to an electrophoresis 
apparatus and claim 3 is drawn to a sample plate assembly. 

r 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1 -3 are objected to because of the following informalities: claim 1 , lines 
1 1 , 12, and 14; claim 3, lines 4, 5, and 7, "septer" is suggested to be changed to 
-septum- because septer is not a English word. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office 
action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country 
or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application 
for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Moring 
et al. (US 5,384,024). 
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The present invention relates to an electrophoresis apparatus in which a 
sample marked by fluorescent material is separated in capillaries through 
electrophoresis by making use of capillary array formed by a plurality of capillaries; 
fluorescence emission is caused by irradiation light to the sample and through detection 
of the fluorescence the sample is analyzed, comprising 



a sample plate 
assembly 


two sets of a tray at a sample supply portion 




an adapter for the tray 


a sample plate mounted on the adapter 


a septer mounted on the sample plate and a septer cover 
mounted on the septer 


wherein two sample pla 
and the tray, the adapte 
to the corresponding difl 


tes include respectively different number of wells; 

r, the septer, and the septer holder in each set being adapted 

Ferent sample plate 



(summary of claim 1 ) 



Morinq etal. disclose an capillary electrophoresis comprising a rotary carousel 
having multiple circular locations for liquid containers, wherein the carousel is 
translatable as well rotatable and wherein a removable tray facilitate loading and 
unloading groups of sample containers and buffers container to the instrument, which 
are closed by a unique flexible septum with a duck-billed portion extending toward the 
container it closes, permitting easy entry of a capillary end and an electrode, while 
protecting the contents from contamination and evaporation (col. 2, lines 67-68; col. 3, 
lines 1-4, 9-13, and 39-41; claim 1). Attention is drawn to Figures 4-5, wherein the tray 
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is divided into two portions having unequal numbers of containers (col. 6, lines 25- 
60). Thus, the present claims are anticipated by the disclosure of Moring et al.. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Kane et al. (US 5,916,428). 

Kane et al. disclose a capillary electrophoresis, wherein samples in wells of tray 
can be simultaneously undergo electrophoresis separation and needles are secured to 
the cylindrical inner walls of the compression fitting with an epoxy sealant, the fitting 
being formed from nylon into which the need is inserted (abstract; col. 6, lines 41-53). 
However, Kane et al. do not teach or fairly suggest a capillary elecrophoresis 
comprising septum and trays containing the unequal numbers of wells. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ling-Siu Choi whose telephone number is (571-272- 
1098. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Wu, can be reach on 571-272-1 1 14. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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